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Floored by the return of terrazzo

Perhaps you’ve been noticing the 
ubiquitous material terrazzo has been 
trending pretty hard of late. Divisive as 

it may be, I find it impossible not to fall for all 
the colour combinations, the clash of materials 
and the sense of vibrancy and texture terrazzo 
can bring to any interior. 

Although it’s been making a massive 
comeback, terrazzo has been around for 
centuries. Its resurgence in popularity can be 
attributed to its unparalleled durability, 
versatility and adaptability — this material can 
work equally well in a variety of spaces. 

Terrazzo is a composite material made by 
mixing marble, granite, quartz or glass chips 
with a cement or epoxy binder, which gives the 
material its strength and flexibility. After 

hardening, the mix is ground down with 
machinery to expose the aggregate. 

Terrazzo is durable, relatively cost effective 
and sustainable, and will likely outlast any 
building it’s installed in. 

The origins of terrazzo can be traced back to 
16th-century Venice. Mosaic workers found a 
way to repurpose oddly shaped marble 
remnants which they used to build terraces in 
their own houses. With the considerable 
migration of Italians to various countries in the 
early 1900s, the terrazzo industry was 
introduced to the rest of the world. 

In the 1920s, architects recognised the vast 
design potential of terrazzo for its smooth, 
curvilinear and expressive qualities and applied 
it to the art deco and modern styles that 

prevailed at the time. Since then, this material 
has had a mixed past, being thought of as cold, 
daggy and unglamorous during recent decades.

Well, things are definitely changing as terrazzo 
is experiencing a powerful renaissance. 
Designers, young and old, are experimenting 
with its possibilities in new and exciting ways. 
Some have even gone on to create entirely new 
materials inspired by traditional terrazzo. 

British designer Max Lamb developed an 
engineered material dubbed Marmoreal that’s 
virtually an engineered terrazzo. Dutch 
designers Studio Ossidiana reinterpret 
traditional Persian carpets as a series of 
terrazzo pieces called Petrified Carpets. 

The studio approached terrazzo as a crafted 
material, much like weaving or knitting, 

“Terrazzo will 
likely outlast any 

building it’s 
installed in.”
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exploring its expressive potential which has 
progressively been forgotten over the years. 
Another Dutch collective, Bottle-Up, recently 
launched a series of terrazzo objects, made from 
recycled glass from Zanzibar, helping the 
African island deal with the increase in glass 
waste generated by tourism. 

But it’s not just this experimental side that’s 
exciting. With an unlimited range of colours 
and textures, the opportunities for how this 
humble material can be used in our homes are 
limitless, from flooring, wall panels, kitchen 
countertops, sinks — even furniture. 

Although terrazzo may be trending, I have a 
feeling it’s here to stay. Amen to that.    
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Above  This house in Achladies, along the Greek island’s Aegean coast, is 
built on a slope using retaining walls to compose the backbone of the 
home’s three sections. Architect Lydia Xynogala aimed to draw upon the 
history of the region with the use of terrazzo, marble and plaster render 
throughout the home.   

Right  A pink terrazzo 
benchtop is a playful 

yet sophisticated 
element in the kitchen 
of a Brussels home by 

Atelier Dialect. The 
pale-pink kitchen is 

pared back with white 
fittings and reflective 

panels and carefully 
detailed. Although the 

shape of the benchtop 
and colour may  

seem quirky, overall 
the kitchen has a 
timeless quality. 

Above  In the Italian city of Turin, this apartment 
by Marcante-Testa (UdA Architects) comprises 
finely detailed joinery made from an array of 
eccentric materials. The kitchen is made of teak, 
metallic structure, brass laminate and lacquered 
wood cabinets with a terrazzo floor.

Above  British designer Max Lamb has developed a multicoloured engineered material Marmoreal for 
Dzek. The product can be applied in small doses such as on a benchtop or it can completely engulf a 
room and camouflage the items within it.     
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